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Free Schools’ Campaign 


J UST OVER seven weeks ago Swansea 
anarchists handed out leaflets to 
students at the main secondary schools in 
Swansea^ calling for the fomialion of 
atrtion groups to press for greater siafT^ 
student control over the running of the 
schools. At one of the schools we dis¬ 
covered that a group of sixth-formers 
had already taken steps towards estab¬ 
lishing a union with just this aim in 
mind. THEY had distributed a Union 
Charter round the school—main points 
being to call for the formation of a slaff- 
studcni council to take the important 
decisions about the running of the 
school, the abolition of petty rules, the 
abolition of the prefect system, more aid 
for teachers in non-teaching activities— 
and had gained considerable supfum 
among the students and younger staff. 
From this firm basis contacts with the 
other schools in Swansea have heen built 
up and there is now union activity in at 
least four of them. 

Close contact has ihrtvughout been 
maintained between these studcnt!i and 
those at the university with a view to 
mutual aid and suppon. Similarly, 
following the arrest of several university 
students on recent demonstrations, the 
local Art College staged a march of soli¬ 
darity with them through the town. A 
basic solidarity is emerging which en¬ 
courages all involved in the struggle for 
more control over their own Jives: for 
they now know that they are not isolated 
and can rely on suppt>rt elsewhere in (he 
town. 

The latest development is that some of 
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the school students have been in contact 
with our comrades in London who are 
organising similar activity in their 
schools. We have also heard of such 
activity in Manchester and Liverpool. 
The possibility of a national, militant 
schools movement, which in outcome 
could be far more imponant than the 
movement in the universities, is now 
quite high. We therefore urge our com¬ 
rades everywhere to campaign for free, 
democratically-run schools and where- 
ever possible to link up with one 
another so as to make die movement 
as widespread and united as possible. 

Ian Bone. 


AFB Group List 

^pHE SPREAD of anarchist ideas in 
^ this country has mullipUcd the 
number of anarchist groups. In 1962 
ihere were only six groups listed In 
pRiudiXiM (all of them in London). 

I^st wceUsa issue contains addresses 
of 85 groups. This is great news for 
the movement, but cats up space in our 
meagre pages, tty the end of next year 
we will probably have to give up the 
best pan of a page for this list. Laat 
week alone 14 new groups have been 
added. Therefore, as from now, tJic full 
h'sl will only be published once a month. 
The shortened version includes all 
groups which announce dclinite activity 
(meetings, liicralurc sales and other pro¬ 
jects). New groups arc left in for 

eight weeks in order to help them find 
their feet. All other groups will be 
left oul, but readers can write to the 
London Federation, c/o Freedom Press, 
who will put them in touch with the 
required group. 

It is also right to mention in this 

context that not only are there many 

new groups, but new anarchist publh 
cations are appearing. Red Taper 

(Ipswich), Uteny*. in Yorkshire, and 
there is talk of a Scottish edition of 
Freedom. 

EDITORii. 


Diiecl Action 
in Homes 


rpHERB MUSI’ be 5K>rc print used 
in allackutg ami putting for¬ 
ward remedies for unofficial strikes 
than is used for any other subjects 
in our national newsfBpers, 

Mr. Heatlh the Tory leader, 
recently suggested ^ ^cooling olT 
period* for strikes, ^caning official 
ones» and that contrucis should be 
binding by faw. The Government, 
this week, has step)>ed in—where 
Ixird Donovan feared to tread—by 
proposing a ‘coolingloff period’ for 
all unofficial strikes which appear lo 
be leading to a serious stoppage. In 
relum, the Government proposes 
that the status quo will exist if any 
actions of the emploi'ers cause such 
a dispute. 

This second point has always been 
unacceptable to managenicnts as 
they see it as a cliallenge to their 
right to manage, but'iobviously there 
is now something in if for both them 
and the trade union headers struggl¬ 
ing to control any militant stewards. 
Politicians, employers and the Gov¬ 
ernment arc all g[vi[]g their views 
on how to reform vand modernise 
the unions, and even the unions 
themselves arc doing it. often with¬ 
out consulting the people who will 
be affected by these dianges, 

Jn a mixed-economy society, the 
people at the bottom, who produce 
and transport the goods and make 
the wealth, are, seldom asked for 
their views. This privileged society, 
with one law for tlie order-givers 
arid another for tfts order-takers, 

ii-aTinot rcTomi ii^errltyoni tins 

tion. Some of these thoughts miglit 
have passed through the minds of 
building workers locked-oiit by 
Turnff‘s at Ivy Bridgp in Hounslow, 
for nothing has appeared in- the 
national press, except the Morning 
Star, about this dispute. The press 
complies with the wishes of the 
employers, from whom it gets its 
revenue, concerning this type of dis¬ 
pute and keeps silent 

In September, the management 
started to infer that unless ihc 
operatives accept a cut in wages of 
as much as 50% in some cases, the 
company would close ibe conuact 
and sack the labour force. On Octo¬ 


ber II, the Works Committee was 
told by the management that all 
negotiated bonus agreements on site 
no longer existed and that they were 
imposing a new bonus agreement, 
with effect from the following Mon¬ 
day and that they were not prepared 
to enter into any discussions con¬ 
cerning it, 

86 SACKED 

The new scheme was thrown out 
by the men on site and they resorted 
lo normal working, but including 
overtime. The management followed 
this by disbanding the Works Com- 
miliee. From this step, the Turriff’s 
plan of imposing a new bonus 
scheme which they hoped would 
precipitate strike action backfired 
on them. Later in the day, wiihouL 
any consultations, they issued dis¬ 
missal notices to 86 men. The next 
day, these sacked men were pre¬ 
vented from entering the site by 
truncheon-bearing security police 
and guard dogs, when most were 
entitled, by law, to a week’s notice. 

The unions took Turrilf lo a 
Regional Disputes Commission, as 
laid down in the official disputes 
procedure, who found in the men’s 
favour. They instructed the Com¬ 
pany lo re-instalc the sacked men 
and to operate the original bonus 
agreements. However, TurrilT re¬ 
fused to abide by this decision and 
the dispute was declared official by 
the unions. 

On November 5, the management 
sacked a further 96 operatives. 
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instatement, but with no success. 
Three days later, when the Com¬ 
pany said they w^ere making furl her 
dismissals* the rest of the labour 
force came out on strike, which was 
made official A National Commis¬ 
sion has found in favour of Ihc 
operatives. However, Turriff have 
managed to gel a clause included in 
the report concerning the inspeetjon 
of the she for safety and evaluation 
of work already completed. It seems 
that, because of bad management, 
certain work will have to be pLillcd 
down and Turriff are trying to blame 
this onto the men. 

Meanwhile a picket line is being 


marniained. leprcseuiiUive of all I he 
unions involved, while ihc remaining 
members have dispersed. 

However, there have been no 
cries about ‘wildcat’ employers 
breaking agreements and disregard¬ 
ing procedure. In this ,sociely "some 
are more equal than others', riimfl 
have intimated that they will not 
re-open the .site until June, 1969, 
and meanwhile not only are these 
men locked out and facing the pros¬ 
pect of a long struggle, but the 
council houses, intended for approxi¬ 
mately 7,000 people, are also held 
up. 

HOUNSLOW’S HOUSING 
PROBLEM 

No doubt, Turriff wish lo re¬ 
nege i kite the contract with the new 
Tory Council and get a bigger pricc- 
The contract they made wiih tlic 
previous Labour Council allows for 
this, so any invesligation into this 
contract will embarrass the Labour 
Councillors as well. It is not sur¬ 
prising that the Lock-Out Committee 
has drawn a blank when seeking 
their support. 

According to a letter in the 
Gt4ardwn this week, from Miss 
Atkinson, "there are now about 6,000 
families on the borough’s housing 
wailing list*. She says that Houns¬ 
low’s housing programme has been 
cut since the Tories were elected, 
practically by a landslide, and the 
1968 figure of 1,058 dwellings ‘has 
been cut by 108, a reduction of 
about one-ienili. OF the five housing 
estates scheduled for development 
in 1970, one lias already been aban¬ 
doned and possible alternative uses 
for the land are to be invesligated.’ 

This conspiracy of silence needs 
to be broken, Wliile It reniuius, 
Turiiff and the Hounslow Boro ugh 
Council cun get away wilJi it. The 

puhljcfse the position. They have 
had marches through the borough, 
delegates to the CormciJ, and seen 
TVIP^ but some form of acHtrii Is 
needed to tie up the plight of not 
only the tocked-out tnen, but al.so 
of those people who need these 
homes, A canipaigii of action that 
will embarrass both Turriff and the 
Tory Borough Council is needed 
lo a^st the locked-out men and 
those on the Council housing lists. 

Readers can also help by sending 
a donation to; D, Hutchison, 38 
Fifth Cross Road, Twickenhain, 
Middx, 
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RED-BRICK REVOLT 


A S A CITY, Bifiningham has long 
ceased to be the centre of radical 
thought and action that it was in the 
19th century before Joseph ChamberUin 
turned it into a bastion of Conservative 
Unionism. And the university at Edg- 
baslon which Chamberlain and his busi¬ 
ness pals founded in 190U has hitherto 
taken on the political complexion of Its 
environment. Its original red-brick 
buildings epUomise the bourgeois spirit 
of an institution well adapted to meet 
the needs of the bourgeois society it 
serves. Dominated by its large science 
and engineering faculty^ it has been busy 
turning out its quota of 'conformist tech¬ 
nicians’. Yci it was here from November 
27 to December 5 that the students staged 
what undoubtedly constitutes one of the 
most successful revolts in any univeniiy 
in ibis country to dater a ait-in or occu¬ 
pation of the adminislffliivc block, sup- 
parlcd ai its height by; over one-third of 
the 6,500 students. 

Hie revolt has its ^Jfigins in the pro- 
duciitjn by the Guild of Undergraduates 
a year ago of a reform proposal, The 
Sftidenis' Ride, in which the students 
'respectfully requested^ the right lo a 
modest share in university administra^ 
lion. The proposed changes might have 
been accepted overnight and fu (oto by 
the univerisiiy aiilhorities without mak¬ 
ing an iota of real dilTcrencc lo the 
university’s power structure. Instead, the 
authorities haggled for. nine months be¬ 
fore grudgingly cuncidlng many of the 
students’ demands -bvife coupled with the 
insistence that student representatives 
should he bound by! rules of secrecy 
which pervade ihe burcnii- 

crutic itructure. Refq^lng to lake the 
demand for student reprcsenmfton 
seriously, they lliougitt they could get 


away with co-opting a few student poll* 
ticians into the existing structure. 

The lengthy period of haggling proved 
fatal for this plan. By the time the 
various university bodies had got round 
lo making up their minds about how 
much they could safely concede, the 
students' patience had run out and they 
had moved on to more radical demands. 
In radicalising student opinion on the 
issue an important role was played by a 
small ad hoc group of militants who, 
from the beginning of this session, began 
to call for a thorough reconstniction oE 
the university and a revaluation of ihc 
purpirscs it serves. Their demands in¬ 
cluded the aboUtion of the archaic Court 
of Governors and its Council, composed 
largely of business worthies, which con¬ 
trols the finance and planning of the 
university; the reconstitution of the 
academic Senate to give students a half- 
share in its composition; and an end to 
the secrecy rules under which university 
committees operate. Through a series of 
meetings and small scale demonstrations, 
these militants put pressure on the stu¬ 
dent Guild Executive to raise its sights, 
rhis pressure wa.^ successful and, even¬ 
tually. the Executive came out for com¬ 
plete acecplanec of Sfudini R(de (by 
now anathema lo the militants); a com¬ 
mission to review the university's struc¬ 
ture: open committees: and a demand 
for an oflicifll Iwo-day teach-in at which 
the whole university could get down to 
the business of examining just what its 
role was and ought lo be in society. 
Backed by majorities at extraordinary 


meetings of the Guild atlcnded by over 
a thousand students, the Executive, by 
this time thoroughly exasperated by the 
shiHy-shadyings of the university authori¬ 
ties, finally put its demands in the form 
of an ultimatum: accept them by Novem¬ 
ber 2S or face direct action. 

DIRECT ACTION 

By November 28 communication be¬ 
tween the Guild and the university 
authorities had effectively broken down. 
Anticipating matters, the ad hoc group 
of militants began a sit-in in the UnivcT' 
sity Great Hall on the evening of the 
27th. Next day the sit-in became official 
Guild poli(^, and hundreds of students, 
led by their Fre.'sideni, joined the mili¬ 
tants and proceeded to turn the sit-in 
into an occupation by blocking the mui* 
administrative offices. The bewildered 
Vice-Chancellor, new^ to his job and not 
knowing how to cope, finally quit his 
office. leaving it to be used aa the HQ 
of the special co-ordinating committee 
of ten set up to run the occupation. 
Among the first items on the agenda of 
the rebels was the arranging of the 
teach-in which the Senate had earlier 
refused, and which proceeded to take 
place on the Saturday and Sunday. At 
the end of the teach-in, the rebels pro¬ 
ceeded to formulate in detail their con¬ 
ditions for calling off the occupation: 
clear acceptance of the students’ right to 
participate: the setting up of the com¬ 
mission; an end to committee secrecy; 
and the new demand: no viciiniTsatfon 
of the occupiers. 

Continued on page 4 
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R olf HOCHHinH is the young 
German writer whose firs! piny, 
jper Sfcllvetrefer {The ReprcyatmtlveX 
caused a tremendous euntroversy in 1962 
by suggesting that Pope Piu5 XII de¬ 
liberately refrained from prolcsiing 
against the Mazt desimetion of the Jews. 
His second play, Soidoien {7 he Sotdiers), 
caused another centroveray in 1967 by 
suggest ing that Clturchill not only 
dcliberalcly adopicd satoration bombing 
of German cities lo terrorise the civi¬ 
lian population, but also might have 
been responsible for tht death of the 
Polish General Sikor ski. 

This lime the cnnlroversy has been 
Jess, pHt'lly because the issue not so 
clear cut. and partJy because both points 
have been pretty fully discussed already. 
But ft ha.s been fierce enough anioiig 
top people in Ibis eourilry, and ihc 
play was banned from the National 
Theatre and Ims been pnl on now only 
because the Lord Chamberlain's pow'er 
to censor plays has at last been 
abolished. 

The book of The Represetitative 
(which waspublishcd by Methuen in 
1%3) w'as much longer than the stage 
play and also contained material which 
wasn't dramatic at all, such as notes 
and documents. The same is I me of the 
book of The Snldiers, which has been 
published to coincide with the perform- 
afice of the play (Andre Eteutsch, JOs.). 

L don’t krtow w'bat 77je Soldlerx ix 
like on the stage, though tt sounds 
pretty awful, but on paper it is terrEhle. 
The guts of the text is a 200-page 
thrcc-flcl play, written in prosaic blank 
verw, called The Li I tic London Tipcat re 
of the World*. Churchill is seen wilh 
such people as Lord Chcr^vell (his 
scientihe adviser). Alan Brooke fhis chief 
of .stalf), Sikorski (the Palish prime 
minister in exile), the Bishop nf 
Rochester (the voice of conscience). The 
action-^or rather, mnvcrsaiian-“is based 
on _real events in early 1943, but lillle 
indicatjon is given to show which bits 
arc real and which imaginary. Some 
atlempt is made to rnarry Ihc two 
plols—or rather, points—but there is no 
feeling that ibis is a dmma, except 
to some extent in the set piece where 
Churchill and Bishop Bell argue rhe 
morality of total war (it is perhaps 
rcjc vMlt tha t TJxe.v didnT.acmaLlL v meet^ 

The Soldiers is in faut a Iiistorical. 
politicaf and moral argument written 
in the form of a dialogue. Urtlil 
about 3 ROO, it would have been left 
as a dialogue, which used to be a 
perfectly acceptable literary form: but 
in the 1960s a dialogue wouldn’t be 
read (and wouldn’t make money), so 
it has to income a play. Unfortunately 
it is a lousy play, and it is also a busy 
dialogue. The technique fails to cariy^ 
the weight of the argument, and the 
language plods along unread ably from 
point to point. There arc also long 
introductions to each act. and long 
stage directions, which are painfully 
bad. Hochhuih seems unable to leave 
anything out, so wc have not only 
quasi-Shavian interpolation a to fill up 
the gaps in the jerry-built dialogue, but 
also attempts at greater profundity and 
^igrufjcancfi, including modish quotations 


from and refei^ecs in such writers as 
Bacon, Pascal, fca Rochefoucauld. Hegel, 
Fontane, Maeterlinck, Rilke, and so on. 
There arc also a prologue called 'Every¬ 
man' and ai, epilogue, which takes 
place in the ruiis of Coventry Cathedral 
and are. if aiiJildng. even wopiic than 
the rest. 

So 7'/jc is not a work of 

an. Nor is ^ ,^vo^k of history, for 
Hochhuih mixiji fact and fiction, ami 
uses fact as (f (t were the same as 
fiction. If he is no dramatist, he h 
ecnaiiily no hi.u>rfan. But lE is never¬ 
theless a histuricai work, not so much 
because it prcj^iids to be a reflection 
of history as [because it attempts to 
change historjr i The liepresefitalive, 


The Soldiers is importnivt not only 
for what it says but for whai it 
doesnT say. Both plays deal witb 
major atrociu'es of the S^ond World 
War—the gassing of the Jews and Ihc 
boml^mg of the dvilians; both plays 
are primarily intended for German 
audicncca. Hut it was the Germans 
who invented the final solution of the 
Jewish que.stion, the Germans who made 
the bliukricg a fine art. By concen¬ 
trating on the Pope who didn't protest 
ftlmul the form and the British prime 
minister who viinilated the latter, the 
plays hnve Ihc ellect of lifting an un¬ 
bearable war guilt from the Geiman 
people and projecting it on to other 
people. 


It would be interesting to know bow 
far this was Hochhuih's intention The 
GVidenec of the plays themselves sugiuots 
that he hmA mtich bigger things in mind 
The Soldiers is subtitled 'An Obltitiry 
for Geneva'—that is. the Geneva Con 
ventioa of 1864—and it ends with 
ominous recnarks abeuL nuclear weapons. 
I: is at least intended to be a universal 
farabic about total war. though the par¬ 
ticular instance does aecm a rather odd 
and even suxpictous one. and the mv 
it is told doesn't help. But, despite all 
its defects. The Soldiers will have a good 
effect in this country if U reminds people 
that war isn't a game or a crusade 
but mass murder, that the Briiisli 
did some frightful things in ihc Second 
World War and Chui'diill w'ns one of 
the biggest miirdtirors of the age, and 
that if something isn't done to stop 
people like him they will destroy uii all 
N.W. 
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OTNCE THIS SPORTING LIFE*, 
^ Lindsay Anderson has not produced 
a full-length movie. Until now with 
Tf . .' the story of an anarchic rebellion 
in a British puNic school. My opinion 
of the film waif salvaged, if dislorted. 
by the pre-sbawing drinks party and 
alMi by a total misundcisLiriding of 
Lindsay AndersonN speech to the audi¬ 
ence before we. saw the ulm: I look 
him to mean tliiit the sepia sections of 
the film (fantnisy) were in fact wailing 
for Ihc colour print to be overlaid. So, 
aliliough occasionally wondering at such 
scenes as that wliich shows our hem, 
Mick {Mnlcolm' McDowcit giving a 
marvellous perrin'mDLnce) pul ting a coin 
in a juke box imd getting ihc 'Sanctus' 
from the 'Missa Luba’, I took, everything 
to he p<issib]e. or at Icasi in the strange 
world that is Lmdsay Anderson's idea 
of a savage at luck on the public school 
system probable.’ It helped too having 
]>ecn at one of ihc darned things. 

I laughed wiih horrified recognition 
III the silly rdual'nf prize day (a comic 


aiTUOUrcd crusader cxchangci platitudes 
on work, service, and the foundaliou of 
the school, with the headmaster, no 
doubi an annual event) and rejoiced nt 
the desu-nction of the school simply 
because that's what J would have liked 
to have done when J was at my school. 

Term opens with a ludicrous figure 
sneaking shiftily up and down the stairs, 
clad, like Fawkes, to mnnier and hrond- 
brimmed hat. all black and shifty. The 
disguise reveals Mick Travers who's 
grown a moustache during the holidays, 
His' Jack of respect for tradition and his 
betters is soon punished. 

He and his two fnends are viciously 
benteo hy Iheir own prefects. The 
pocivfc overtones are haunibgly picseni 
in every relationship- Bui Mick intones 
to his friends that 'violence and revo- 
lulii>n arc the only pure acts’. By 
lucky chance they light upon n cadre 
of arms while toiling to dear out the 
cellars of the chapel (n witting piece 
of symbolism) And on the appalling 
prize day the three rebels let rip from 


lire TDof oF the school in a caLaclysm 
of lire and violence. 

The film has many strengths and 
almosi as many Jlaws. It is a film 
a def giving a ripely accurate image 
of boarding school life; the silly lessons 
about nothing, the useless erudition of 
cla.ssicism, the entrenchment of cla.ss 
and anti-feminism, the hatred of an and 
even of manners, other than the most 
formalised bullying. Scarcely a group 
shot passes without you notice somebody 
somewhere picking his nose os scratch¬ 
ing horribly at a bloichy crop of pimples. 

Visually the film is strong. Idct> 
togiciilly, il is less so. Nostalgia docs 
creep in, Tire pampered life of Ihc 
pro reel is unfoiitniaicly enviable. And 
the rebels arc informed by rather the 
same spirit of public sdiool solidarity 
as their opponents. 

Still, It would be a scandal and a 
shame were this film not to be dia- 
rribuicd. li Is unlikely to be, due to 
the grip of certain philistine persons 
over the means of film diatributloij in 
this country, But anyone wiih aeecsa 
ici a film society should create a fuss 
to sec 'If . ’ 

It's not anarchism in action. Hut 
it 11 do for starters. Monica Foitt. 
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AS THE f^jna^cral Statement shows, 
subscript inn (renewals have come in 
well during thenar. A great number of 
subscriptions, hlwvver, fall due at the 
end of the ycar.fit yours is one of these, 
it will he a Jr hdp to. us if you will 
send in yotir 'Srit-wa] without waiting 
for a reminder ft am us, 

SLIBSCRli* I ION RATES 
(fer year) 


— . 

surface mail £l 6s. Od, 

airmaii (USS7,(K)) £2 Is. Od 
COMBINED SUBSCRIPTION 
sarfaCE mail £2 !0s. Bd. 

Both bv airmail 

(USSlXiO) £4 5s, Od. 
Freedom' by ainnad, 

'Anarchy' bv surface 

mail [USS 10,50) O 175, Od. 


Inland | 

'FREEDOM^ 
'ANARC.'HVT 
CO .MB I NED , 


NLY £1 13s. 4d. 

NLY £l 7s. Od. 

TLSl RIPnON 
^ £2 14s. 4d, 

Abroad 
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SELUN6 OUTLETS 

^pilERE HAS BEEN this year a great 
^ increase in interest in anarch ism, 
and a tut more people than ever before 
know that there is an anarchist move¬ 
ment in this coutiijy, and even an 
Inkling of what anarchism is about- 
We'd like to start off the new year 
hy taking some steps to put FKBr^DOM 
and Anarchy w'ith the reach of poten¬ 
tially interested people wbo have no 


mf pt-c:xrtf wrf kfntXUing rtWr atlJir- 

chist journals exist. 

VVe think there ore large numbera 
of newsagents throughout the country 
who mighl be peranaded Lo lake Fref.- 
DOM and Anarchy on sale or return. 
If you know one or two in your 
locality—for a start any who already 
stock muiority newspapers and 'little' 
magazines—would you be willing to ask 
the newsagems, and lakc them a few 
Oopies regularly and collect the unsold 
copies and cash at the end of the 
week? This way wc would find outlets 
which we could not hope to discover 
from onr office: and having an agent 
on ihe spot would reduce the paperwork 
to a minimum as well as ensuring 
some fintmcfal return. If you fed it's 
svorihwhiie helping Fueedom and 
Anarchy In ihi.s ennerefe svay, we'd lie 
very glad to hear from you. 

ClHClJLATIOM DEPARTMJETrr. 


Subscription Rates 
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SUSSEX FEDERATION 

Crpitps: and individiiala invited 10 asaociste; da 
Eddie Pdolc, J TiEshtiry, Findcn Road. Wbitt:- 
bank. Bnlyhlan. 

BttlCKTPN & HOVE ANARCHIST CROUP, 
Conugt Nick Heath, r-Tq| J. Id aiflern R&ad, 
nnehton, HNJ 3UN. Regular tortin|hily Eticetlnjti. 
CmitacL SCfLielery. 

Ollier troupe m CRAW LET and SUSSEX 

university. 

YORKSHIRE FEDERATION 

Alcetiniis cvety S weeks, Ncmt nieailnji Fehruury 2. 
Secrrlaryi Cotln Bindlt, e/e Qahwued Farnj^ 
l.uniL .Selby, Ydriukire. L.EJoifc, out lor 'Uberty;' 

‘ ■rtn.'iiithly 61 J —<ju( in JnnuAfy. 

HALIFAX^ l>av£d Strirvecr, c/n Pant Sirawi, St 
SEmet, ParkJrv^oft l.arte, Halifax. 
llllI.L: Jim Younji, 3 Fredcricki Crcoccnl, llaw- 
tliLMii Avenue, Hull 

KlvIGHI.&Yt Sieve Wood, 14B Cavepdiih Street. 
Kcikliley. 

I.CEOSt DI reel AclLon SdcLcty. Contact John 

BoucwiKiJ, 142 HnidaELetl Hoad. tecdM. C. 

.5ELI1V: D Miickay, 247 RwJtleotial Site. Drax 
Power Station. DrB!f, Sethy, 

SIJF;fP 1F] D| Uave JdlMCit, c/o StudenEa Union, 
We^Eeni llapik. Sheftlald, 10. 

YORKr Nljie] WiHon, 1>etwen[ GdlLcip-, LFuevct- 
aily of Yurki Hc^lnilttan, ‘^'ork. 

WELSH FEDERATION 

LARItlL-P ANARCHIST GROUP. AU cturea. 
puiulirnce ioE— Pete Raymond. IN Marion Street. 
SjVkHt. Orditf 

SWANSEA ANAHrlilST GROUP. CnoUct 
Ian Won*, 1 Itay View Cicaccni. Bryn mil I. Swan- 
ouH. Weekly mee(iiijE!i. 'f'raeduin' eaJofl and acltgti 

f rojectv 

LANKMit CQEttacl r>ai Walker, 6 T.lwiiymsendy 
Ruud. I lanelEi. Carm, Tth llaivetli IMS 

EAST LONDON 
LIBERTARIAN FEDERATION 

Siipnc^TE wanted for nmirwroUi ai^tiviliosi in ai'na 
T,-:':rlnTV Antliony MelUiewt, ,1i*i MnyviHe Road. 

I »ndrni. r n. Me!:(iiiiE!i fgrlnijihtly on SiLtida^ 
(11 Hun Bnilcy'v, I2S ifemanlc fttJid. F H (LEY 
4*1,1‘.I i 1 trt iiiriliilt- frtwn 1 i.vEon^Booe Undor- 
Bronnd 

%ui , .. . II. I EVI ONSIONF., sm'M’V. 

>J:W!IAM. lllOHIr. I5AGKNM.VM. WOOD 
FORD I, I i IviKItOtlSl 

STUDENT GROUPS 

Hlei't nr, Uudi.’tii rrotni„ in iiiirtlrrtMiir lunrrr^itieh. 

Fulr Ii4 In muni II, I«iii4>. 


nip—ActjwitM. Contact Peicj 
Is l^tvcmiihire Road, Mill Hdl, Londen. 


SCOTTISH FEDERATION 

All correspondence to Dave Cotitl, sccrelary 
There are oJiio active groups in: ABERDEEN, 
GLA.SGOW. EiyiNBLiRGIC, HAMILTON, FIFE. 
PER IHSHIM E,' crEMlLA L SCOTLAND. 
MONTROSE. Dave Coull, T Eakview Temee, 
Ferry lipn, 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

BELFAST ANARfillST GROUP, ConUet Rubert 
Dunwoody. ID Newry SU«l. Seltiisl, BT6 7BN. 
MeeUnsii every Salurdity, 1 p.in.» 444 Dpper 
Arthur Sticet hop fkrer). Treedom' ulee 

LIBERTARIAN TEACHERS’ 
ASSOCIATION 

Meetinui 

Ford, I 
N W 7 

ABROAD 

AUSTRALIA. FiHferatLon o| Australian Anv- 
ehui^, P O Box A JBV. Sydney Scuth. Puhhe 
mecUnfii every Sunday in the Donttain, ^ p« 
and Mcmdaya, 39 EvcIciRti Street. Red fern. Sydney^ 

B jrt fit. 

DBA, Jam» W Cain, ucrettry, the Amndiiit 
Committee of Cormpondcnce. JIJ PouJib Si reel, 
Clouuec, Mimieaota 55710, USA. 

VANCOtrVER. a,C„ CANADA. Anyo«e IrIm 
ted Ln Tnrminp anarchist tndi'tjr rlirecl an»a 
peace group contact Dctek A Jatnch. de I4'l60 
KiiM 3£Hh, N. VaiKWjver, tt C , Oinada Td, 
m im or |>R7 

U$Aj VERMONT. New Hara[Hbrre Anarchin 
CroUfi. PiseuxikOTt meetJnsa. Actiom. Contacl 
Ed. SlrauvH, RFJT 2. Wood.sEock. Vermont 0.WI. 
USA 

TORONTO LIBERT AkIAN - ANARCHIST 
likOUP. 217 ToryCHrk Urilre, Wcstnn+ OnlarrO, 
Canada. Weekly ineeriti**. Raad Ute 'Utrer- 
tarian' 

PROPOSED CROUPS 

l AN'CASTIR * MORFCAMBF. Contact Les 
.'tmilli, I(12 F-u^fiut Rn,id, Miirrtkmbc I anCa 
KINGSTON, WIMBLEDON. MERTON, New 
Maiden, and SniTcy New- proup form inn Plwue 
contact K. W Bcnn^tE. 6? Hook Road, E'prto'rii, 
StiPTcy, or G, WriBbE, 47 Coll esc Road. Epatma. 
Surrey. 

W’ATFOHIT. .Vnyniic sntiTe-tcii pk., ict 

Ronnie AmJervcin, '1 MarJborciiiBli Hnad. Wjie- 

ftu.l, Tfert-v 
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Where We Live 


"Oh they re knocking down the buikVmg next to ours, 

And they're sending us to green bells, trees and flowers 
But we dimia want to go. and we daily tell them so 
But they're knocking down the building next to ours.’ 

^tJOUSING, WHICH OF OUR three basic needs is most subject to 
Goveniment control is in an appalling condition, has been for years, 
and is getting worse’ (Freudom, 2lrL68). Both private enterprise and 
governmental control fail to provide adequate housing for the people. Not 
only is present housing insufheieut in quantity and poor in quality, but the 
individual has little choice in where or in what kind of house he is to live. 

When anarchists call for more power for the iiidividuai in ihe sphere of 
housing, the objector usually comes up with the Klalcment that one old 
woman rn a house should not be allowed, because she wishes to stay 
w'here she is* to prevent a new road being built* a road that is for the benefit 
of the whole community. The hypocrisy of the present system can be seen 
in the trcatmeui meted out to the poor old woman, sent to a council Hat 
to live a life of loneliness among strangers, and the huge suras of money 
(paid by the community) given to landowners when a motorway is to be 
built across their land. 

True* the collectivity should rule ov6r the individual in the economic 
aspects of life, but this collectivity must be democratic, it must be one in 
which each individual has an equal say, in which the town is run by the 
commune (i*e. the non-party representatives of each street or district) and 
the units of production run by associations of workers. The experts, in 
this case the town-planners, state the alternatives, and this in a sense gives 
them power as they can limit the alternatives as they wish, but the final 
decisions arc taken by the communes and the workers’ associations which 
arc the people, and not party politicians mfiuenced by, and part of capitalist 
and bureaucratic pressure groups. 


Tlic revolution creates and is created 
by an alternative ethos to that prevailing 
at the present. The road in question may 
be necessary for Ihe continuation of a 
system that exploits the earth’s resources 
for profit, but not for one that uses the 
earth*s resources for mairs needs. After 
the revolution changes in the urban and 
rural environment are based upon real 
community needs. 

Progre^ marches ever on its way, but 
progress nowadays seems to mean a 
greater accumulation of materia! wealth. 
However, it is not technology that is at 
fault, but man’s use of, and altitude to¬ 
wards it. Considering the uses lhai have 
been made of modern scientific advances, 
one seems justified in saying that svhal 


man has gained on the roundabouts he 
has lost on the swings. For anarchists 
progress is measured not only by techno¬ 
logical innovations, but improvements in 
human relations, so that the earth’s re¬ 
sources and man’s knowledge and skills 
are used to provide basic material nec<^ 
sities for all and freedom for individuals. 

Modern man’s altitude of technology- 
worship seems to be quite recent when 
one considers the whole of man’s history 
and has a strong positive relationship to 
totalitarian regimes froin the building of 
the pyramids (which must be considered 
among the most useless tasks ever per¬ 
formed by man) to the present day. 
However it seems that for most of the 
lime man’s energy was used primarily 


for the dcvelopmcni of social relations 
and art. Consider ihc complexity of kin- 
relationships among ‘P’^tnUivc’ peoples 
and the simplicity of 'heir technology. 
Lewis Mumford’s book The Myth o/ (he 
Machine is baaed on this idea. As anar¬ 
chists we arc concerned p|.Q_ 

gresa that is natural to man until he is 
fooled by kings and priests, and their 
modern counterparts, the technocrats. As 
Bakunin said in Marxism, Freedom and 
(he State, 'It will he ihc reign of 
scientific mtclligcrtcc, Ihe most arisio- 
ciatic. despotic* arrogant and contem- 
tuous of all regimeii. There will be a new 
class, a new hierarchy of real and pre¬ 
tended scientists and kholars* and the 
world will be divided into a minority 
ruling in ihe name of knowledge and an 
immense ignorant maiofiiy.* 

The new hierarchy i^ already at work. 
Up the road from where wc live the 
demolition mcfi are at work destroying 
what appears to the inexpert eye to be 
perfectly good houses. It seems a rather 
foolish thing to do when one considers 
the number of homeless people; but if 
the space h needed for' industry or office 
blocks, man’s basic needs must be put 
aside. These terrace houses are near to 
the centre of town and the inhabitants 
will probably be seni to a council estate 
on the outskirts. 

Now terrace houses, as an architcclural 
style, have certain advantages. 

(a) They do not take up much valuable 
land as they are not flctachcd and they 
have no gardens. (Visit any working- 
class housing estate in this city and one 
will see numbers of unkempt gardens. 
Not everyone is willing to devote his 
leisure hours to gardening, particularly 
a man who works long hours. An allot¬ 
ment system is better as it prevents waste 
and collects into one men who have 
the same interest or bobby. Open public 
gardens can provide greenery fcM' those 
who wish to appreciate the beauty of 
cultivated flowers and Jsh rubs but do not 
Tvant to cultivate them ihemselves.) 

fb) They are better and safer tlian 
high blocks of fiats for old people and 
children, as long as a, play space is pro¬ 
vided nearby. 

(c) They have twoftmall rooms down¬ 
stairs instead of the ^jsual one iu most 
council houses; the extra can be used for 
a children’s play room handicraft room, 
reading room* or whaiever leisure use is 


decided by the inhabitants. 

(d) They were built when ihc most 
common method of transport was wh Ik¬ 
ing. The private car, with its noise that 
irritates u.^, its fumes Ihat endanger our 
health, and its numbers which make 
travel more and more uncomfortable, 
dangerous and diJTicull* need not be 
necessary, for our friends live near to us, 
the shops arc at the corner and the 
centre of town is within walking distance. 
(One of the best examples of the misuse 
of technology under capitalism is the use 
made of the internal combiistion engine 
which made it possible for men to live 
away from dirty factories, yet (ravel to 
work easily and in comfort if a decent 
system of public transpoil was pimvidcd.) 

Old terrace houses could be supplied 
with mod cons, such as central heating 
and indoor lavatories and bathrooms 
added* rather than be demolished whole¬ 
sale. 

For the future the urban ’village'* pro¬ 
vided with services, the independent 
commune, could be the basis* federations 
of these villages could form an industrial 
city run by a federation of communes 
together with the associations of workers 
and 'the ancient borough of our towns 
and cities shall be reclaimed from the 
old maps and marked out by bmindarics 
of fresh grasses so that men may once 
more walk the bounds of their individual 
communities* yet sec their ncighbour.s but 
a score of yards away’ (A. Moysc in 
Anarchy 91). 

By pure accident the capitalist society 
wc live in has created a material environ¬ 
ment something like this where 1 live, a 
small area of terrace houses near to the 
centre of town with some light industry, 
but the heavy industry is a few miles 
away. Within five minutes walk from 
the centre of this distriei I can think of, 
offhand, one open park, three churches* 
three pubs, three schofds* one labour 
exchange, a public library, public baths, 
a bus station, Iw^o youth dubs, a host of 
small shops of all kinds and a few light 
Indus!Ties such as a limber yard. The 
centre of town is ten minutes walk away. 

P doubt if any new housing estate can 
provide these amenities, but it is n safe 
bet that some bunch of bureaucrats are 
planning to demolish the houses. Must 
capitalist progress march ever on its way? 

B.D 


SEPTEMBER 24 simultaneous 
” demonstraiu^ns in support of Creche- 

ictoyakra tverv hcitl in 
Budapest* and Sofia. 'Ibis ‘ Support 
C rcchoslovakia' action had been organ¬ 
ised by the ’Wax Resisicrs' Iniernational 
in London and was carried out by six¬ 
teen people from seven countries. The 
most refreshing things about it were that 
it wp a good idea, that it was well 
planned, that it was not leaked, that it 
successful, that it got publicity* and 
that no one was hurt. It was the kind 
of thing which makes a great impression 
at the time and then tends to gel ftir- 
goiEcn; but the War ResisEcrs’ Inter¬ 
nal ional have followed k up by producing 
a 64-page booklet called Support Czecho~ 
Slovakia (Housmans. 5s,). which docu- 
menf'^ what happened and is also a 
useful addition to the Ijieralure about 
Czech ofil ova kia 1%4(. 

The person mmi cluncty concerned 
with the project, Michael Randle, the 
chairman of WRI, who h well known 
for bi^ work in ihc Direct Aciion Com- 
m if tee and the Com mil tee of 100, was 
one 4if the six =efil to prison at !he 
Wethersfield trial in 1%2 and one of the 
three scui lo prison ai ihe Greek 
Embassy irinl in l%7. Me conti ibutcs a 
short introduction, placing the Czecho¬ 
slovak crisis in ihv contexi of ihe world 
wide revolt uf the young and disijRccted. 
and priintjng nut that the old demand for 
rht dismanlling of military alliance- la 
as relevant as ever in view* of what even¬ 
tually happened in f zechoslovakia. 

Three chapiers deal with resistance to 
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SUPPORT CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


the invasion and oecupatian in Czecho¬ 
slovakia, protests in the countries of llie 
Warsaw Pact, and the background of the 
demonstration—especially the suitability 
of this particular crisis for this kind of 
action, the auitabiJily of the WRl to 
organise it, and the actual details of the 
organisation. Tlicn there arc four chap¬ 
ters describing whal Ivippcned in each 
capital. All sorts of minor things went 
wrong with the Moscow action, but it 
came ofT and naturally got ihe most 
pLiblicity; Andrew Papworth and Vicki 
Rove re got one punch each fjom by¬ 
standers* but were very well treated by 
the Russian authorities* while tzvestia 
alleged (on September 26) that they were 
being used by Western Intdligctice. The 
five demonstrators in riudapesi came 
from Briiain, the United Slates, India* 
Holland, and West Germany (the British 
representative was April Carter, who is 
also well known for her work in the 
Direct Action Committee and on Peace 
News and now leaches at Lancaster 
University); they had a much better 
reccpiion fronj bystanders, but were held 
in prison for three days before being 
released, 7 he five dcmonsitators rn War¬ 
saw were all Danes active in the peace 


movement, and the four in Sofia were 
all Italians active in the antwnilltarist 
socialist parly* Parti^ Radicale; both 
groups seem to have distributed a large 
number of leaflets an<ico have done well 
in the subsequent inieirogations. 

There are also eight pfigcs of illusira- 
lions* the only really useful one being a 
reproduction of the Kallet distribuiud on 
the demonstrations* ami four appendices 
—the WRl press release, the briefing 
notes by Michael Raqdle, Ihc siatiimeni 
made after the dcmonslralioii by Bcr- 
Irand Russell, and ‘s^'fiie suggestions for 
follow-up action'. Ilic crucial leafiet 
begins rather badly, but it ends well- 
making the important ptrint that the 
demonstrators reprcsLOlcd ’thousands of 
people in Western Europe, the United 
Stales, Africa and Asia, who have cam¬ 
paigned for many years against United 
Slates nuclear pt>Hcics and against the 
North Atlantic Alliance; and who have 
demonstrated and gone to jaif to oppose 
the war in Vietnam’ 7'he press release 
and briefing noies are models of their 
kind. RusselTs statement is a good ex¬ 
ample of the sort of thing he used to do 
so well before he went fcllow-Uaveiling 
over Vietnam; be too makes the point 


that only those w'ho condemn the Ameri¬ 
can attack on Vietnam can consistently 
condemn the Warsaw Pact aitack on 
Czechoslovakia. TThe ideas for further 
action are well-meaning but inevitably 
fall short of the initial action, which was 
essentially a unique thing which cannot 
really be repeated or followed up. 

It is difficult to say what effect the 
whole episode had. It is good lo remind 
people in the West that the an Li-war 
movement is not pro-Communist* but it 
is not so easy to get across the analogous 
message to people in the East. Some of 
the arguments in the WRl pamphlet* in 
!he publicity for the demonstration, and 
in Ibis booklet, arc rather simplistic and 
would be qualified by most readers of 
FhffjTKJM, But some people presumably 
saw the leafleters or read the leaflets* or 
have at least seen through the distorted 
reports in East Europe, and it is possible 
that a few of them have realised what it 
is all about. In the end only the people 
of the Warsaw Pact countries can destroy 
the Warsaw Pact, just as only we can 
destroy NATO, but it will do more good 
than harm to try and get across to them 
that Ihe issues on both sides of the Iron 
Curtain are part of the same struggle. 
So we should pay tribute to the brave 
people who tried so imaginatively* and 
thanks to the War Resisters' Intcrnalional 
for producing this welcome memorial of 
what they did. N.W. 


Two Voices from Ulster 


I III, DLJ ONA HJK* 2d. 

I HI' FHOl IvS J AN J [ Lf.l GRAPlI* 6d. 

1. HAVI: KPXT.JVl'D copies of two 
journals published in Northern Ire¬ 
land. The Deumafftr is a single foolscap 
sheet. printed by ihc ofisei fir ho method, 
If* spelling i% anarchic, and no are 
itx contcnis li jsi produced by (lie 
Kevoluliojiary Sneiabd *Siudcm!i’ Lcd- 
ciaiion. At ihe top of the page m a 
!iina|| piciurc of C ohn-Bciidi:, will) the 
slogan 'Nous xommes Unih indtsimldeifl’ 
J here Is an ariide which disembowels 
Ffiodi Powell, and Ihe raciolisis of 
more 'rncideraTe" lype, who are playing 
upon fear and ttying to divide pCiJpk 
against cadi oihcr m (hal Ihcy may 
lut imne inisily cxploilcti liven the 

hhcral who sayt* ’bluik men me us 
rood ii'. while men' Is making a stale- 
rnem as rneaningk :v iv. wiynig 7iif men 
aic jiH good ux lliin men' (Aciually 

V7n* Betomitof Mr, ^ "ilimk men" whidi 
i,i HI j her <lelighiru1. It is u piiy ihcic 
aren’t more ‘ihinK meii’ in ihe rank* 
of huinaiiiiy ) 

I here arc aLij ariidcH dLijIiny wiiN 
(he ^ifuaiinn m Qiiecnv UmveiFiilv, ami 
in Udfas! am! NotiIichi Ireland in 
general Bencaih the phoUi id a 


fkstapn type appeutx the following, 
‘Branch Man r»f ihc Week. If you 
spm your speciul tomd nn ymir nuxt 
Dcnm. sei/c hno by the Icfi car and 
say, ‘'You ate (his week’N prg aiuf I 
duifn my twn p^JnlllJ< fine” ' I hcre is 
alio Li quotation Ihc Vice ( him- 

cdJor of Reading Ihdvcrsrty. who said* 
’(here arc those who hold vicw^i 
pnsilrvety dcsltuctivc of pujiiicul niul 
nutiunal instimmitis iml who bdieve 
ihai the nniverHiilics iihoutd be purl of 
their inuvcmcnt Hicse people arc 
lolciaied because LJnivcrsjiieri xhouUI be 
free oJ political picspine, phices wheic 
people can read, wiili ainj tlirnk ficely 
Wc nntftt draw the line however vvlicFt 
iheNe peoplu ihnik ihdr v*ews should he 
put into lictiini 

the Pnitesuml /is orii- ol 
the iiHi'Jl rhij'geiftiK inuLc?! id ciTlinrid 
atiuisrn I have Come ncfitss We 
.nc fiadv in the '■^^frcntecnlh centiny 
I inlcr the hcTullim Curdirml ronjinaiu 
lipL.. 1 ollow'crs, Atuwk on Ihice Pio 


lest ant women in Arrnagh’, wc read 
'Ihe liitde blates that Rome is drunk 
with the blood of the martyrs of 
Jesu-s. Iho htondl hirst y monster of 
Popery which devised the Inqiiisttion 
iiiul file ugh ici ed nnllhins of ProtestaniJi 
has not changed.’ It concintles *, . In 
the fiiTure, IToicsmnt womenfolk mirst 
he proiectcd fnini ihc cvH in ten lions 
of this nnuderoiis ( luirch. rightly termed 
in sciipEnte as ihc idunninatiini of Ihe 
earth/ 

Noihiiig IS said of (he 1,000 aimed 
Paisley lies with guns. axes, bayonets 
and diair Icg.s* who look ovet ihc lowfi 
ccidrc of Annngh. while ihe nnanned 
civil lighis mardici'i were Mi'pped by 
the police, who later also heat np 
Citineniiiiem as did the Paislcyitcs 

1 iirioirsly efiongin in Ihe mid si of all 
nirhaiu- iireworks iheie appwii^ an 
iniide hv Avro Marifialinn! li desei i]ic*t 
the alleged fniding of the bones of 
Si Peter al Rtmic, ralhcr in (he style 
nf an article in The Fterthhfkvr- li 


FIFTH COLUMN 

A Serious Issue 

rpHE INTRODUCTION of British 
Standard ISmc is a serious issue. 
Nobody disputes it. Exporters, politi¬ 
cians* local government officials* school 
leacher.s* newspaper leader writers* the 
people who write letlcrs \o newspapers— 
even a Fnr r DOM correspondent all con¬ 
sider BS7‘ should be argued about, fought 
for or against, welcomed with open arms 
or condemned out of hand. 

The death of a five year-old boy. 
knocked down before daylight, has 
troubled the nation’s conscience: docs an 
increase in exports justify the sacrifice of 
oLiF children? On a less melodramatic 
level would we prefer our dayliglii in the 
mornihg or the afternoon? 

If our time, is to be tampered with by 
the government—our currency decimal- 
iscd* our wcigbla and measures metri- 
cated—what is sacred? Can wc bank on 
holding on to the 12 calendar months* 
difficult as they are to fit neatly into a 
365i day year? Shouldn't we form now 
the Committee for the Defence of the 
Calendar? After all, the other battles 
are lost. 

Or are they? Perhaps we should seek 
to encourage local direct action to de¬ 
stroy BST—Stornoway has already set an 
example. Is this the issue which can be 
used to provoke Ihe Revolution? 

My own view is that life is made mar¬ 
ginally more convenient by metrication, 
decimalisation and BST 1 find calendar 
month.s quaint—and inconvenient. I 
would add that the sooner wc all drive 
on the right the better: there must be a 
certain number of people killed every 
year on both sides of the Channel as a 
result of the difference in driving habits* 

By ’marginally more convenieni.' I 
mean this: if you arc nn the telephone 
to Paris you can say Til call you again 
at 3 p.m/ and mean the same thing as 
the perstm you’re speaking to; when you 
cross the Channel you don’t have to alter 
your watch; in the autumn and the spring 
you don’t have to muck about turning 
clocks backwards and forwards. For me 
niarglnaBy is the key word: 1 doni make 
many tclepbono calls to Paris. 

But of course 1 am not an exporter. 
If I were 1 would probably be celebrating 
BST as an indispensable contribution to 
the export drive. And I would be talking 
nonsense. 

The point about BST—which, scemis lo 
have been missed by all the exporters* 
politicians* local government officials* 
school teachers, newspaper leader writers* 
the people who write letters to newspapers 
and the Freedom correspondent—is very 
simple: BST" means nothing at all. There 
is no inflexible law of e.xistence which 
condemns us to getting up at something 
called 6 a.m. or 1 a.m. or 8 a.m.; there is 
no magic in the one o'chx'k lunch/dinner 
break: there is no reason why football 
matches should go on starting at 3 p.m. 
until the end of time. 

Before BST the exporters could have 
got up an hour earlier; now wjith BST 
the schools can start an hour later* 
Organisations and individuals can adjust 
to BST—-as they could have adjusted to 
its predecessorti. 

Arid it is here that direct action is 
w'orth considering* if the appropriate 
adjustment is not made. Members of a 
local community .who are convinced that 
children arc more likely lo get knocked 
down in the morning darkness than in 
the afternoon rush hour can refuse to 
send their children to school in 
the dark until the school gives 
way. Workers who prefer to get up and 
travel in daylight can arrive at iheir 
factories and offices an hour late. And 
so on. 

Personally 1 doubt whether children 
arc more likely to be killed in the 
morning than in the afternoon and 1 am 
not very interested tn this mythical ‘hour 
of daylight': in the winter it alw'ays looks 
pretty dark to me* 

Bm those who wish it was yesterday 
are entitled to try, and take themselves 
back there. 1 make one smalt plea: if 
you fail, blame the inflcxibiliiy of ihc 
school, the local eihication authority, the 
firm“or the lethargy of the people. 
Don’t blame BST. 

WvNPORD Hicks, 


is surprising to find Avro Manhattan 
in this particular paper. He has been 
writing eseclicnl books for years and 
ycuo at tacking ihc Catholic riuireh, 
but I alwayji ihought from the raiionalisi 
point of view. 

the truth is ihal Ihe Cal hoi ic f hnrch 
is an nvvful insiiluiion. I’hc sole virtue 
of the Protestant Churches has been 
dial being iessat centralised ihey hsive 
been less pnwctfiiL Boih sides have 
murdered and tortured. f n feres ti up 
thoiigh if to find ;i socieiv nioje 
Than I luce hundred years behind tJio 
limes, Tl is perhaps now (hat fi shimltl 
take a siep into ibc niodein wmM, 

A a I. 









BUILOm WORKRS’ CLAIM 

stjy Up to the 

Rank and File 
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LACK OF RESPONSE 



TT IS IRONICAL Ibat some of Ihc 
* staunchest supporters of the 
Government's pay policies should 
now be in conflicL This is the case 
with the building trade unions, who 
for years* with a few' exceptions, 
have given their votes to Uie Govern¬ 
ment, Nowf, because they have re¬ 
fused to accept tile Prices and 
Incomes Board's decision and volun- 
lariJy give up the disputed penny, 
Mrs. Castle, Secretary of State for 
Employment and Pr^uclivity* has 
decided to freeze and refer the 
recent interim pay increase of JJd* 
for craftsmen and 3d* for labourers 
back to the Board again* Tlie order 
w'ill stop payments wliich building 
w^orkers have been receiving since 
November 4, 


Following the PlB*s rejection of 
the penny, the unions sought a 
bonus incentive scheme from tile 



Contact Column 


This columi] exists tor mutuAJ ai<i, 
Oonationi Towards cost of fypesettinfi 
Witt be welcome. 


AtisrniHan Gct«li)g«thcr* January II* 
11 a.m.* Australia House, Aldwych* 
Greet Gorton 0>m’nTittcc* 

Used hnoks, pamphlets, periodicals wanted 
by Afnericaxi radical Box 

lidto* EUham and Lewisham College 
Anarchist Group. Contact John 
Bonner, Bexley Anarckbu, 

CiodHtti, Has any comiadc got a copy 
of ‘William Godwin' (pubJ* Kegan 
Paul) to lend to a Japanese comrade 
in Tokyo for a month for reference 
in a book he is writing on Godwin? 

West of England SdiooLs* Anyone in¬ 
terested in joining a schooMibertarian 
movemeni please contact Steve Gled- 
hih. Hill House. Monkton Combe 
School Somerset, B42 7HG. 

Job wan led* Young anaichist ex-univer^ 
sity student* Colin Smith. 98 Heme 
Hill S.E.24* 

Help Increase Treedom’s* Circulaiion* 
Are you willing to lake Treedom’ 
and 'Anarchy' regularly to local 
newsagents and collect returns and 
cash? If so we'd like to hear from 
you* — CIRCULATION DEPART¬ 
MENT 

Wigan Anarchist seeks contact with anar¬ 
chists from same area. Brian J. 
Banks, 553 Liverpool Road* Platt 
Bridge, near Wigan. Lancs. 

‘Far from Vielnani' (Godard's film). AEU 
Hall RobinsoD Road* Crawley. 
Sussex, 3 p.m.* Stinday. December 22. 
Admission 5/-* 

Poslei- Workshop Benefit Niglit. All 
Saints' Hall. Powis Gardens, Notting 
Hill, 7,30 p.m,. Friday, January 10. 
Admission 5/-* CAST Theatre Group. 
Angry Arty Film Society, Agil-prop 
Street Players. 

Raster Workshop, 6f Camden Road. 
N*W.L Silk screen facitiCics at the 
service of the class struggle. 

French Student of British Anarchism 
1918-1950 wants first-hand informa¬ 
tion. Lalloreth. 18 rue du Cdr. 
Bicheray, 76 Lc Havre* 

Orgone accumulator required. Pref* rent 
but buy if cheap. Write Frances 
Edwards, The Bam. Stair, Ncwlands* 
nr Keswick, Cumberiand. 

Any comrade^f going to European Con¬ 
ference in Lucca. Italy. December 28- 
January 4 with car. please contact: 
Jen Sc Ro£. 33 Ohfden Road, Brent¬ 
ford, Middx. 

Free Schools Campaign. Support needed 
for anti-authoritarian Schools Cam¬ 
paign. Posters available 6d. each. 
5/- per dozen. Duplicated leaflets I/- 
per too, postage extra. Any other 
lcaflet» or posters on schools needed. 
Contact Roger Sadiev. 9fJ Brmfne 
Road. S*E*13. or phone Mike Raulcy 
at DUN 1572, . 

Makhno Rotifer/Culmdar. In aid of 
(Anarchisrt) Black Cross. Splendidly 
designed and printed. Poster 2/6d* 
Calendar 7/6d. from Freedom Press. 
Postage extra. 

If you wlA to make eontact let ns know. 


employers which would give wor¬ 
kers 20% on basic rates and a 30'?^ 
lieu rate in ihe absence of an incen¬ 
tive scheme* The unions said they 
would forego the penny if the 
employers accepted this, but of 
course it was rejected. 

After the rejeaion. the unions 
decided, by 228,181 votes to 141,786* 
to ballot their members on whether 
strike action should be taken to garn 
these bonus incentive schemes, Mrs. 
Castle had already warned them 
that she would freeze all tlic 
increase unless they voluntarily 
dropped the penny. While this deeb 
sion to ballot on strike action has 
been described as militant* the pasl 
record of the uiiions* in favour of 
this course* has hardly been along 
this line. The strike motion was put 
forward by George Smith, General 
Secretary of ihe Amalgamated 
Society of Woodworkers, the largest 
union in the industry. The painters 
(they are due for a merger anyway) 
and the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union supported him. 

Strike action for these incentive 
schemes would remain within ihe 
law, because the PIB only ruled on 
the interim increase and so it is this 
issue, and the full wage claim of 
£17 lls. 8d. for craftsmen and £15 
for labourers, that iLiese union 
leaders are trying to dodge. The 
full claim is being sidetracked. 
Members will be asked. If it ever 
conies to it, if they will strike foi:, 
incentive schemes, which a lot of 
men do not want anyway and which 
a number already have* earning a 
lot more than 20% from them* The 
whole thing is a red herring en¬ 
gineered by ihe most reactionary 
bunch of crooks in the business, 
who are only interested in preserv¬ 
ing their jabs. 

UNOFFICIAL ACTION 

These union leaders have again 
made so many twists Tind turns, in 
order to avoid a showdown with the 
Government, to placate the em¬ 
ployers and to keep their members 
in line, that they hardly know w'hich 
way to turn. But the aim for the 
rank and file is a simple one. I'he 
freezing of the inlerim increase, the 
dropping of the penny or the red 
herring bonus schemes should not 
sidetrack the issue of the full wage 
claim, with no strings attached* 
Both the unions (^reasonably cer¬ 
tain’) and the employers (w'e will 
"ceriairily have trouble in some 
places from certain people who are 
well known to us’) expect unofficial 
action and they are right. The West 
London Branch of the Amalgamated 
Union of Building Trades Workers 
has already issued a call for a stop¬ 
page on January 2* Further strikes 
are planned. 

There are further meetings this 
week between employers and unions 
at which a settlement, in line with 
the Government’s pay policies* could 
be worked oul. but there is not very 
much room to manoeuvre. All these 
Tighl-wing’ leaders have put them¬ 
selves on the spot and more pro¬ 
posals are likely to be made to 
avoid a clash with the Government* 

George Smith, leader of ASW, 

LETTER 

Frenchmen in Jail 

Diidr Comrades, 

The French CNT is running a cam¬ 
paign for the release from Bordeaux of 
fourteen comrades who arc in jail for 
I heir aclivititis during ihc May re vol L 
Money is urgently needed. Please send 
donations to Confud^ration Nationale du 
Travail. 39 nje de la Tour d’Aiivergrtc, 
Paris (9), CCP. Paris 2fl99()riO. with a 
note marked 'Solidariti: Bordeaux I 
Nc\\^castle-u-Lymr Bo» Blakeman. 


has now said. T cannot have the 
people I represent treated in this 
fashion and, if necessary, will go to 
gaol*’ Ho\%*ever, f’H believe that 
when / see it. But it will be tip to 
the rank and file to keep their 
leaders on the spot, by continuing 
the campaign for the claim and or¬ 
ganising industrial action. However, 
in doing so. workers will be in direct 
conflict with the State, w'ith possible 
lines and imprisonment, but the 
challenge must be made if wage 
claims are to be won. Both the 
Government and the trade union 
leaders want to avoid such an open 
challenge and clash with the Slate. 
For once this Imppens workers will 
realise the collective strength they 
possess and others would be quick 
to follow'. If the law' was used or 
if the Goveniment gives in to de¬ 
mands. the incomes policy and 
Wilson would collapse. This is why 
a direct challenge will be avoided, 
but it is up to the rank and hie to 
issue one* P.T. 

SQUATieCS Special 
& Supplement 

week's 4 pages niu^i luivc 

CO lilt as a ?^ur|>rj‘ve to our readers* Tliis 
we produced in u hurry lo help Ihc 
London SquuHcrs' MovtiiJenl. \Vc urge 
groups nil over the eouniry in order 
bundles from us or Iront Rmi Bmley. 
\2n Leyidris'hihip* E.tt* 

lev H 059. (Cl for 5D 
'Fhts also mean^ that iherc won't be 
another siipplemcri) this monlh as we 
have used up ttmited printing 

eapucity. EDU’ORS. 


Red‘Brick Revolt 

[Continued from page I 

Although the ad hoc group of militants 
had the pace for tlirciri action, the 
real strength of IIil' rebellion by in the 
fact that it enjoyed the backing of ihc 
Students' Guild. fHundreds of sludciUs 
who would not have followed the mili¬ 
tants were prepaced to accept the lead 
of their own officers. But this source of 
strength was also a source of weakness. 
By the end of the j^cckend, the moderates 
on the Guild were beginning 

to cracky arguing4bat it was unrealistic 
to think the university authorities would 
negotiate under duress and that no good 
purpose could be served by continuing 
the sit-in. With the connivance of some 
of ihc more reactionary professors, these 
moderates began iBohilising the apathetic 
students. paLticiilarly those in the science 
and engineering |epanments who were 
largely hostile to the sit-in. The first 
counter-attack was beaten off impres¬ 
sively on the Monday evening, but neii 
day at an extraordinaiy general meeting 
of the Guild, allendcd by nearly 4,UtlU 
students—the latest meeting ever held 
on the campus—the vote was 3 to 2 in 
favour of calling it off. The Council of 
the Guild rejected this recommendation. 
As the policy-making b(>dy of ilic Guild, 
it had the constituiional right to do so; 
but it was tactically a risky decision 
since it undermined the democratic legi¬ 
timacy of the Council 

At this point, it looked as though the 
sihin would disintegrate in the midst of 
a student faction fight in which the Guild 
(Council and iis Executive would be voted 
out of office. Fortunately for the icbels, 
they were saved the inept ness of the 
university authorities. Convinced that 
the revolt was the work of a handful of 
VigilHlors' and ipiUTed on by the 
thunderings of Thr Times and of the 
local press, they believed that a disciplin¬ 
ary threat would fe^ak the sitdn* Seizing 
Ihc apparent advintiigc of the drvisruns 
among the student,,; ihe Vlce-Cliancellor 
and the Fio-ci|||',cellor (Sir George 
Farmer, boss of .^pveris and chairman 

the Universityj^ouncil} issued un the 
Wednesday an uldkiatum: in effect, psuit 
3 p.m*^or face the risk of 

expulsion. 


A body calling itself simply 

‘a group of individuals concerned 
about Biafra' has produced a leaflet 
which says: 

Tilbury Dockers! 

Britain is supplying arms to Nigeria 
to be used against the people of Biafra. 
Armoured cars—Ferrets and Snladins 
^and other military equipment, in¬ 
cluding small arms, are being used in 
the invasion of Biafra* Fotxl supplies 
are being prevented from getting 
through to millions of staning people 
in a territory about the size of York¬ 
shire, We believe that many of the 
armoured cars* and British arms 
destined for Nigeria, are shipped from 
Tilbury Docks* This means that YOU 
may be handling the wcapt^ns that help 
to create human suffering like that of 
the children pictured here. They died 
just hours after the picture was taken* 
(A photograph of children with ribs 
showing and stick-like arms and legs 
then appears.) 

The latest estimate is that 10,000 
people are now dying in Biafra 
EVERY DAY and that this will rise 
to 25,000 A D,AY by Christmas. IN 
THE NAME OF HUMANITY: We 
ask you to REFUSE to have the suffer¬ 
ing of these children on YOUR hands. 
REFUSE TO HANDLE ARMS SHIP¬ 
MENTS TO NIGERIA! 

, If-you havK.jEmy Iftforinalion. 
arms shipments to Nigeria, pTcase con¬ 
tact us. We shall treat the information 
with the strictest confidence* 

Roger Moody and Barbara Higgins, 
c/o 5 Caledonian Road. London* N.J. 
Telephone: 837 4473. 


SOLIDARITY 

The effect of this ultimatiim was 
elcciriEying. The sense of solidarity built 
up in the previous seven days by Ibu 
rebels suddenly reasserted itself. When 
3 p.m, came, the Great Hall—the cciiiic 
of the sit-in—was packed by over 
students and staff* ‘Lefs see them dis¬ 
cipline this lot' was the spirit of the 
meeting. At the last minute, in a 
desperate effort to save face, the VC sent 
along a message: he ‘agreed' to the 
meeting continuing until 5 p.m. That 
hour came too, and the 2.060 were still 
there. The VC s authority had collapsed 
in the face of such a show' of solidarity 

At this point it was the rebels who 
faced the temptation to exploit thetr 
opponent's weakness. With a much 
greater tactical sense than the university 
authorities had shown, the students 
realised that the time lo call off the sil-in 
was when they ihcmselves were strong 
and united. Etespitc the heady language 
of revolution used at the beginning of 
the sit-in, what they had been staging 
was a revolt and not a revolution; and 
the rebels needed to retire in good order 
and in sound heart if they were to con¬ 
tinue the struggle that lay ahead. Next 
day. therefore, at another mass meeting, 
after reaffirming the students' four points, 
an almost unanimous decision was taken 
to call off the sit-in—for ihc time being 
This well-timed decision meant that the 
emergency meeting of the Senate held 
later that day had no excuse for continu¬ 
ing a hard-line policy on the ground that 
it was subject to duress* The decision 
strengthened the hands of the 'doves' in 
the Senate, and the upshot was a state¬ 
ment agreeing to no victimisation and 
immediate further discussions of Ihe 
points raised by the students. 

The result of the sit-in was not* Ihene- 
forc, a dear-cut victory for the students. 
Given the piiwcr structure of the Univer¬ 
sity and the fact that this structure has 
the legal backing of the Slate, no realist 
could or should have expected an out- 
and-out student victory. But the students 
were right to claim a partial victory. 
The door previously slammed in ihcir 
faces by decisions of the Senate ami 
University Council had been prised ajar 
and the prospect opened up for serious 
consideration of their views. 


The response was not too encouraging. 
There was no strike. 

This is disheartening, but one ha,s to 
lake into account that the sudden descent 
of a group of unknowns with leaflets is 
not likely to have much effect at first on 
people whiise livelihood is affected* 
Pixsbably mx^st of the dockers have barely 
heard of Biafra. In order to get this 
kind of message across it is probably 
necessary to be persi.stent, and to become 
known in the locality. To appear fur a 
brief lime and then vanish again is not 
effective. 

The trouble is that there arc so many 
causes deserving our support, and so few 
of us, and we too are preoccupied for 
a great deal nf our time with the question 
of making a living, etc., that most of us 
have not the time or energy to conduct 
a campaign 'in depth' 

But undoubtedly this is what is neces¬ 
sary* The workers do not constitute a 
seething mob* ready at any time lo flare 
into open revolt, but are in fad as con- 
scrv'^ative as the average middle class 
crowd. 

The economic position of the dockers, 
and of other workers* and indeed i>f the 
less well to do section.s of the middle 
class also, is deteriorating. People in 
this situation are not likely to take much 
notice oE small flurries of protest con¬ 
cerning causes about which they know 

nachijig. What pcriuipa i:* is jcnrnc 

way of showing how declining living 
standards, decline in civil libcrtie,s, 
horrors like Vietn'ani and Biafra, and the 
enormous expenditure on aims are all 
tied together, and that we arc all victims. 

M.H 


PO>VER OF THE SITIDENT BGOl 

It would, however, be a mistake to 
judge the sit-in merely in terms of how 
many of the students" demands were met. 
The revolt was above all an extraordinary 
lesson in political education for those 
who took part in it* It demonstrated the 
latent power of the student body. It 
revealed to the students the important 
truth that underlies the theory of non¬ 
violent direct action: that authority de¬ 
pends in the last analysis on the 'consenr 
of the governed and that, if sufficient 
numbers of the ruled reject their volun¬ 
tary servitude, there is little that the 
rulers can do about it. It enabled the 
rebels to display capacities for spon¬ 
taneous organization which they had 
hardly realised they possessed. It opened 
the eyes of innocents to the biased 
character of the press and the mass 
media. It made the students conscious- 
of what a free community could be. It 
gave them first-hand experience of mass 
participatory democracy in action. And 
—especially in the teach-in which formed' 
the core event of the sit-in—it gave them 
a glimpse of what a genuine university 
education might be like. These eight 
days constituted a forcing house into- 
which entered unruly, exasperated rebels, 
with no very clear idea of what they 
were doing or what they wanted to 
achieve, and from which emerged a body 
of self-disciplined, mature revolutionaries. 
For the active participants at least, the: 
world will never be quite the same again* 

One may well conclude; if a revolt of 
such ntagnilude can luippen at IHrming^ 
hum, If can happen almost anywhere* Thr 
ftirmingluim student revolt is a clear 
pointer that tbe day of universities a^ 
ivory towers It over: they arc now being: 
rapidly transformed into the outposts of 
the coming revoluliofi. 

Gaston Gemakd. 


WHO THE HELL, Etc. 

This schools leaflet of which another 
10*000 had to be reprinted seems to be 
annoying a number of illiterates who 
have written (?) several anonymous (of 
cotirse) letters to the Anarchist Publica- 
lions Committee. 

Keep it up. comrades, you n^ust be cm, 
the right track. M.K* ‘ 
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